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Agricultural research, as conducted by Agroscope, covers the entire value chain from crop cultivation, and
animal production to final consumer products. It contributes to a competitive and multifunctional
agricultural sector and to the production of high-quality food for healthy nutrition within the framework
of a resilient and healthy environment. Analytical chemistry is an essential pillar and in many respects a
prerequisite for these activities. It ranges from the establishment of reference methods and the execution
of standardized methodologies under accreditation to support legal tasks to dedicated method
development and application for specific research questions. The mode of collaboration with internal and
external partners includes everything from full support, over user lab guided method applications to both
collaborative and own research projects for method development. Essential advantages of a fully fletched
“inhouse” analytical chemical competence center include cost-efficient services owing to a critical mass
and scaling factor, knowledge gains and securance, short ways between customers, partners and experts,
and superior quality assurance/quality control due to standardized and harmonized procedures. Twenty-
four years after the last such overview [1], we will provide several recent examples illustrating the withs
and breaths of analytical chemical activities at Agroscope.
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